May 27th, 2001
Hi Gavin
No letters to answer this week but quite a lot of Hong Kong news. I have quite detailed notes in my diary for four days of the past week. (Not quite true. A letter from Nana was in the box when I went to the supermarket when halfway through this letter.)


Saw on TV that the U.K. is trying to sell to the US Forces, and particularly the Marines, a new helicopter named the “Merlin.” It is a joint UK-Italy project and is more sophisticated than anything in the US at the moment. If the Osprey project is put on hold, you may find that you are flying in them some time. Also saw on 20/20 about ‘exploding’ water heated in microwave ovens. What happens is that the temperature of the water is raised to above the boiling point but the water does not boil. This is known as ‘superheated water.’ In order to boil, bubbles must form, but something is needed to form the bubbles. Usually this is a rough surface but the glass containers often used in microwaves are so smooth that they cannot initiate bubble formation. Therefore, people think the water has not boiled, remove it and put in, for example, a fork or spoon (which have rough surfaces). Instantaneously, all the bubbles are released and the water explodes into steam. This has caused people to get horrendous burns. So, be careful! 


The cull of chickens and other poultry such as ducks, geese and quail is well underway now in order to rid HK of the bird ‘flu virus. Although the virus kills the birds, this particular strain is not harmful to humans and is easily killed when the meat is cooked. But the problem is the virus could mutate into a form that can transfer to humans and cause harm as happened in 1997. This virus, in fact, is the ‘parent’ of the 1997 virus; it mutated to give the latter strain. I mentioned last week that about 120 million people were killed by an influenza pandemic in 1918. The figure is actually 40 million (still more than the total deaths in World War I). I found out from a documentary about it shown on TV. Whether it was shown because the HK bird ‘flu, I don’t know. Anyway, in the documentary, at one point, a person referred to the virus as the H5N1 virus. That made me sit up as the HK ‘flu virus has exactly the same name! How they are connected I don’t know. In the documentary, a team of scientists was trying to recover living virus from the lung tissue of victims buried and preserved in the permafrost areas of Greenland (?). 


There has been another shooting of policemen in HK. Two plain-clothed officers were shot in the head at the corner of Waterloo Rd and Peace Avenue (by the railway lines and only about 100 m from where mummy used to live). Both critical but, fortunately, have survived. Big police manhunt which has been unsuccessful so far. A China link connection is suspected. The police are considering offering a reward of HK1 million for information leading to arrests. A Japanese WWII unexploded mortar bomb about 2 ft long by 4 inches diameter was discovered in a Causeway Bay shop undergoing renovation. The bomb was later safely exploded. There must still be a lot more of that king of stuff in the ground. An expert said that up to 30% of bombs do not explode. 


A HK female employer was sentenced to 22 months in jail for wounding her Indonesian maid. The amah was ironing – at 5am in the morning!! – and fell asleep. So, the employer beat her for 15 minutes with a toilet brush until it broke then burnt her on the neck with the hot iron. The maid also had also been forced to work in the employer’s factory, had few holidays and only received a fraction of her pay. I think this is the first time an employer has been jailed and I think the sentence is certainly justified.


New Zealand has featured twice on the TV news in the past few days. First, a large container truck with rat poison overturned on the narrow coastal highway at Kaikoura spilling a lot of the poison into the sea. Kaikoura is the place where there are lots of seals, dolphins and whales and it is feared that it may have some affect. Even worse, the truck belonged to the Department of Conservation, which was to send the poison to some islands south of NZ to get rid of rats. Then where was the guy who has invented a revolutionary golf ball. Instead of the round shape, his ball is oval shaped like a rugby ball. This shape eliminates slicing and other problems golfers have but is no good on flat greens of course. So, instead of holes, the ball has to be chipped into a small net. Not likely to replace traditional golf, but you never know. This same guy has invented other things such as remote-controlled sheep dog. 


Just got a letter from Nana; the first letter for a long time. Some interesting newspaper clippings included. A new inner city college, connected with the Polytechnic, is to be built to cater for students from China. Christchurch was chosen over Sydney. The NZ Police Force in hunting for more Asian recruits. One of the reasons they can’t get enough is because many of the language problem (not sure if that means Asians don’t know English or NZ recruits don’t know Asian languages). Also, Rangi Ruru has demolished two houses in Rossall St and has begun to build a new hostel and cafeteria. (I wonder if Leonie’s flat house is in this street?) Also, the old historic building is to be refitted. I mentioned that Stuart went to France. As one of his friends has relatives in Germany, they went there instead of returning with the rest of the group.

That’s about it for now. 

Cheers!
Dad
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